
California Cabernet Spotlight

California Cabernet fans have two options at the moment: The first is to keep grabbing up
the late-release 2021s from that benchmark vintage; the other is to tread carefully with

2022, sticking primarily to mountain AVAs.

The 2022 California Cabernet vintage was marked by a severe heat event over the Labor
Day weekend, with highs of 118° F that stretched out over a week. Simply put, anything that
was anywhere close to being ripe when the heat dome hit had the stuffing knocked out of it.

The mountain AVAs weren’t spared the heat, but it was somewhat mitigated by their
elevation. Lokoya, Philip Togni, Mount Veeder Winery and Brandlin all found success in

2022.

Meanwhile, 2021 is the vintage that keeps giving. And there are some great relative values
to be had, including the likes of Etude’s sleek and shimmering Oakville bottling, sourced

from Vine Hill Ranch, as well as the old-school Farella bottling from Coombsville. 2021s from
stalwarts such as Dunn and Mayacamas are included here as well, along with a notable
newcomer, Bergman, where the 2021 was made by Graeme MacDonald before Nigel

Kinsman was hired the following year.

And there will be plenty more to come. My annual Cabernet report will appear in Wine
Spectator's Nov. 15 issue, and will include reviews for more than 500 wines.—James

Molesworth




